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L IFE  ISSUES
Overthe coLlrse of a legislat ive session there are many issues ir-r the state lcgislature that

bring about spir i ted debate and diff-erences of opinion yet thcre l trr- sol l le issrtcs th: i t

enjoy r,videspread slrpport. One such area in rvhich there has historical ly been broad-

based bipart isar"r agreement is in the legislature's attentpt to promote a culturc of l i l -e .

Year after year, Missourians send representatives and senators to Jef ferson City u'ho

respect the dignity of huntan l i fe and arc committed to protecting the snlal lest i tr ld

weakest anrong Lls.

This  past  sess ion thc leg is la ture considered scr , 'era l  b i l ls  that  a i r l lec i  to  l l ro tect  a l rd

ltrontotc lrf-e. While not al l  of these nrci lsurr 's passed. ntuch good \\ ' i ls i : lccol l lpl isheci alrd

sei.,eral l troposals constitut ing a direct attack on the sanctity of ' l tut l l i t t l  l l t 'e r. iel-c stoppcd.

Here is a recap of son-ie of the important l i f 'e issucs debated by the Gerleral Asscrl lbly

dL r r i ng  t l r c  I as t  I cg i s lu t i vc  sess io t t .

I ,arental Conse nt: The r,urlbrtLrr.ratc resistancc o1'a cleterntirted rt l inorit- '-  in thc Setlate

sta l led and u l t in tate ly  k i l led a b i l l  that  rvould havc r -nadc an adul t  u 'ho took a I l l i l lo r  ac l 'oss

state l incs.  in  order  to  get  around MissoLrr i 's  parct r ta l  cor tser t t  lau,  legal ly  l iab le.  This  b i l l

al5o contLl iueci Ianguage lvhich u,oulcl prohibit a persor-l  u' i th a l lnartcial i t t terest t t-t

l tcrtbmting abort ions ( l ike Planned Parenthood er-r-rployees) frortt having special statl ls to

help a minor appiy to the court fbr an abort ion rvithout parental perrnission. In addit ion,

i t  also required doctors r.vho perform abort iorts to have surgical privi leges at a hospital

rvithin 30 lt i les of the abort ion cl inic. I  was sorry to see these comtrlon sense measllres

def-eated by a minority of the Senate.

Acloption Tax Credits: On a rrore posit ive note, the lcgislature increltsed t irr ldir lg by 52
nti l l ion fbr a prograrr that gir. 'es a specinl tax credit to individuals ivho adopt a chi ld.

Prontoting adoption is one of t ire ntost inrportant rressages thc legislattrre carl sctld to

those who are trying to decide lvhether to keep their chi ld. l t tcreasing thc State 's

cornnritntent to help tamil ies f inance adoption by increasing oltr funding fbr this tax

credit rs a step in the right direction.

Cloning: On the defensive side, the Senate stoppecl ef-torts to use sti l te tax dollars to fLrnd

experir lentation that r-r l t inrately dcstrol,s a l iving hunran e ntbryo. Utlfortr-rr latcl l ' .

legislat ion to place an ourtr ight ban on the destruction of t l tesc etttbryos did not pl lss.

fhere is hopefir l  ne\\/s on the scicnti t lc f iont that blood ntay yicld stcrl l  cel ls. Ster-r l  ccl l

rescarch is very cxcit ing and holds great pronrise. I- low'ever. I  att-n opposed to harvesttt lg

stcnr cel ls f l 'ont huntan clones. Thcrc are other r 'vays to get thesc valuable ccl ls that t io

not involve the destruction of a hr"rnran l i t 'e.



The effort to promote a culture of l i fe in the United States has perhaps had no greater

advocate t l ' ian formcr President Ronald Reagan. Let nte close rvith a port iol l  ot ' : t t l  cssaY

he rvrote during his presidency. In his essay. Rcagan cloqucrtt lv sl lr l ls Llp thc cssctrce of

rvhy protecting l i fe at al l  stages of cievelopnrt 'nt is so int l torl i int rvith a qLIOte f l 'orl t  att

English rvri ter r.r,ho said of huntan l i t-e the fbl lorving: . .  .  "hor'r 'evcr lol l ' i t  t ' l ickers or

f ierce ly  bunts,  i t  is  s t i l l  a  Div ine l lame ivh ich no r ran darc pt 'est t t l le  to  I )L l t  or r t .  bc h is

motives ever so humane and enlightened."

Be it  an entbryo or a fui l-ternr baby, the legislature has a duty to protect thesc young

lives. I ant hopelul that more can be done next year to protect the r.veakest al l .)ol lg us

I f  you  have qucs t ions  about  th is  o r  any  o ther  i ssue,  f .ee l  f l ' ee  to  contac t  n lc  a t  573-751-

8793 or by e-rrai l  at :  de lbertscott(gsenatc.state.nlo.Lrs


